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Saul

Sermon Reference
Saul is mentioned as the man who received a prophecy in 1 Samuel 10:6-7 where the
Spirit of the Lord would come powerfully upon him, transforming him and making him
the first king of Israel. The sermon highlights Saul's transformation as an example of
moving into a new spiritual dimension through the Holy Spirit.

Background Context
Saul, a figure of remarkable historical and spiritual significance, was the first monarch
anointed to govern the nation of Israel. His story begins in the Book of 1 Samuel, set
against the turbulent period when Israel sought a human king to unify the tribes in
response to the threats posed by neighboring peoples, particularly the Philistines. Saul
came from the tribe of Benjamin and was initially a humble figure, described as a young
man tending to his father’s donkeys—a role indicative of his modest upbringing.

The transformation of Saul from a common farm boy to the sovereign ruler of Israel is a
profound narrative about God’s choosing and empowerment. God, through the prophet
Samuel, anointed Saul by pouring out His Spirit upon him, signifying a divine commission
and a new spiritual capacity. This anointing was not only a personal spiritual renewal but
a divine endorsement to lead the people of Israel. Saul’s accession to the throne marked
the transition of Israel from a loosely affiliated tribal society towards centralized
governance, a crucial phase in biblical and historical development for the nation.

Saul’s reign is pivotal as it set many political and religious precedents. His authority was
meant to align with God’s directives, illustrating the intertwining of divine sovereignty
and human leadership. Despite Saul's eventual failure due to disobedience, his initial
calling and empowerment by the Spirit remain a significant biblical lesson about God’s
capacity to transform individuals and appoint them for divine purposes.

In the broader biblical narrative, Saul’s anointing and subsequent kingship frame the
dramatic unfolding of Israel's history. His life foreshadows the complex dynamics between
divine calling, human frailty, and the necessity for continual spiritual empowerment.
Saul’s transformation by the Spirit into a 'different person' underscores the sermon’s
focus on entering a new dimension of spiritual living through the Holy Spirit, paralleling
the renewing power believers seek today.



Importance in the Bible

Saul's importance lies in his role as the first king of Israel, establishing the monarchy that
would lead to the united kingdom under David. His Spirit-anointed transformation
exemplifies the transformative power of God's Spirit in enabling people for divine
purpose. Saul's story introduces the crucial biblical themes of leadership, divine
empowerment, and the consequences of obedience and disobedience, which resonate
throughout Israel's history and the unfolding of God's redemptive plan. His life serves as
a powerful archetype for believers today aspiring to live empowered by the Holy Spirit.

Moses

Sermon Reference
Moses is referenced in the sermon regarding God's instruction to him not to enter the
Promised Land but to view it from Mount Nebo before dying in Moab. The sermon
highlights God's unusual act of burying Moses where no one knows his grave, symbolizing
the need for believers to 'bury their past' to move forward into new dimensions.
Background Context
Moses, one of the most central figures in the Old Testament, is revered as the deliverer
of Israel from Egyptian bondage and as the lawgiver who mediated the covenant between
God and His people. His life's narrative, chronicled chiefly in the books of Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, spans from his humble beginnings as a Hebrew
child raised in Pharaoh’s palace to his role as the leader guiding Israel through the
wilderness.

The closing chapter of Moses’s life is especially poignant and exceptional within the
biblical text. God commands Moses to ascend Mount Nebo in the land of Moab, from
where he is granted a panoramic view of the Promised Land—Canaan—which he will
never enter. This moment signifies the end of Moses’ earthly mission and a divine
transition of leadership to Joshua. The unique detail that God Himself buries Moses, and
that no one knows his burial site to this day, underscores the singular nature of Moses’
relationship with God and shields his grave from becoming a shrine, preserving his role as
God's servant rather than a focal point of worship.

Moses’ death near the Promised Land is symbolic of the theological theme of transition—
where the old generation, having experienced God’s deliverance and covenant, passes
on, making way for a new generation to take possession of God’s promises. This narrative
demonstrates the necessity of leaving behind the past—both in physical and spiritual
terms—to step into God’s unfolding purposes, a theme the sermon draws upon
metaphorically to encourage believers to ‘bury their past’ and embrace their new calling.

Within the wider biblical framework, Moses represents law, covenant, prophecy, and
mediation—the pillars upon which the identity and faith of Israel rest. He is a figure who
personifies the journey of faith, obedience, and reliance on God, and his life's end serves
as a theological and pastoral metaphor for renewal and transition. The mystery
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surrounding his burial reinforces the idea that the focus rests not on the individual’s
physical resting place but on the ongoing life and mission of God’s people.
Importance in the Bible

Moses is foundational to the identity of Israel as God's chosen people, having delivered
the law and led them toward the Promised Land. His unique death and burial, hidden
from human knowledge, underscore the sermon’s theme of divine closure on past
chapters of life, inviting believers to surrender their past fully before moving into God’s
future plans. Moses embodies the transition between old and new, law and fulfillment,
and his life anchors much of biblical theology concerning covenant, leadership, and
obedience.

Joshua

Sermon Reference
Joshua is mentioned as the leader placed by God at the front to lead the new generation
of Israelites into the Promised Land after Moses’ death, symbolizing moving into a new
dimension. The sermon uses Joshua as an example of advancing into God's promise after
intentionally burying the past.

Background Context
Joshua, a prominent figure succeeding Moses, emerges as the key leader who commands
the Israelites' entry into the Promised Land, an epochal event fulfilled after decades of
wilderness wandering. His story, chiefly detailed in the Book of Joshua, encapsulates
themes of faithfulness, obedience, conquest, and covenant renewal.

Before taking on the mantle of leadership, Joshua served as Moses’ aide and military
commander, illustrating his preparedness and close relationship with God's appointed
servant. Upon Moses’ death, God explicitly commissions Joshua to ‘be strong and
courageous’ as he leads the people across the Jordan River to claim the territories
promised by the Lord to their ancestors. This transfer of leadership signifies not only a
physical crossing but a profound spiritual breakthrough into a ‘new dimension’ as
described in the sermon.

Historically and theologically, Joshua is credited with orchestrating the initial conquest of
Canaan, thereby establishing Israel’s footprint as a nation distinct and sovereign. His
campaigns, including the famed Battle of Jericho, demonstrate both God's power and the
importance of obedience to divine instructions. Joshua’s leadership is characterized by
covenant renewal, frequent exhortations to remain faithful to God’s law, and the
establishment of cities of refuge and tribal allotments, laying the structural and spiritual
foundations for Israel’s future.In the scriptural narrative arc, Joshua’s role is pivotal in
bridging the promises given to the patriarchs and their tangible fulfillment. His example
sets a pattern of perseverance, trust in God, and strategic obedience necessary for
believers to embrace new seasons God places before them—a fundamental motif of the
sermon encouraging believers to embrace new dimensions by burying the past and
stepping forward in faith.
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Importance in the Bible
Joshua is vital as the leader who fulfilled the promise of entering and possessing the
Promised Land, representing the actualization of God’s covenantal promises. His
faithfulness and courage exemplify the necessary qualities to move into new spiritual
dimensions. He symbolizes the transition from promise to possession—a model for
believers seeking to leave behind old limitations and walk into God’s appointed future
with strength and obedience.

Niko Njotorahardjo

Sermon Reference
Niko Njotorahardjo is identified as the Empowered 21 Asia Chair and senior pastor of
Geraja Bethel Indonesia church. He is recognized as a leading figure in the prayer,
worship, and Holy Spirit revival sweeping Southeast Asia, having overseen a network of
more than 800 churches and 6,000 cell groups, and hosting the Empowered 21 Asia
Congress with participants from over 40 nations.

Background Context
Niko Njotorahardjo is a significant contemporary Christian leader in Indonesia, a nation
marked by its sizeable Muslim majority alongside a rapidly growing Christian community.
As senior pastor of Geraja Bethel Indonesia, one of the largest charismatic Pentecostal
churches in the region, Niko has played an instrumental role in fostering a powerful
renewal movement characterized by vibrant prayer, worship, and Spirit-empowered
ministry.

His leadership coincides with what the sermon refers to as a 'third Pentecost'—a
sweeping Holy Spirit outpouring in the 21st century that follows the historic biblical
Pentecost in Acts and the Azusa Street Revival in the early 20th century. Niko’s ministry
exemplifies the practical outworking of this revival, emphasizing unity across
denominations, fervent prayer initiatives, and strategic church planting, which have
contributed significantly to the explosive growth of Christianity in Indonesia and broader
Southeast Asia.

The revival under his direction is noteworthy not only for its numerical growth—with
thousands of churches and cell groups—but also for its spiritual depth, manifested in
widespread manifestations of the Holy Spirit such as healings, prophetic ministry, and
communal worship experiences. His work embodies the missionary and revivalist zeal
that typifies contemporary Pentecostal movements aiming to penetrate diverse cultures
while maintaining biblical orthodoxy.

Within the global Christian movement, Niko Njotorahardjo represents the surge of Spirit-
empowered indigenous leadership rising in non-Western contexts. His role in hosting the
Empowered 21 Asia Congress further highlights his influence, providing a platform for
cross-continental fellowship, training, and impartation focused on advancing the gospel
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
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Djohan Handojo

Sermon Reference
Djohan Handojo, senior pastor of Bethany Church Singapore, explains the spiritual
dynamics surrounding the first Pentecost at the Upper Room in Jerusalem and
contextualizes the emerging prayer and revival movement in Indonesia, highlighting
worship, unity, spiritual warfare, and the establishment of corporate prayer fortresses
known as Prayer Towers.

Background Context
Djohan Handojo is a recognized spiritual leader within the Southeast Asian Christian
community, serving as senior pastor of Bethany Church in Singapore. His ministry is noted
for fostering interdenominational unity, prayer emphasis, and revival movement
dynamics within the culturally complex context of Southeast Asia, especially Indonesia—
home to the largest Muslim population globally yet experiencing unprecedented Christian
growth.

His teachings draw deeply on biblical theology of spiritual intimacy, unity, and warfare,
casting contemporary revival efforts as a continuation of the Pentecostal outpouring first
witnessed in the Upper Room of Jerusalem as recorded in Acts 2. By emphasizing prayer
fortresses and prolonged times of worship and prayer, Djohan connects ancient patterns
from the tabernacle and Levitical worship practices to modern revival strategies,
underlining the necessity of intimate relationship with God as a foundation for effective
ministry and cultural transformation.

The concept of Prayer Towers and corporate spiritual warfare represents a strategic
innovation in faith practices designed to counter opposition and establish spiritual
strongholds in key cities and regions. This focus on unity across diverse Christian
denominations—Catholic, Presbyterian, Protestant, Evangelical, Pentecostal, and
Charismatic—demonstrates a heart to transcend denominational divides for the sake of
powerful gospel witness and revival, reflecting early church patterns of unity in Acts and
New Testament epistles.

Djohan Handojo's ministry exemplifies the growing influence of indigenous Asian
Christian leadership shapes the face of global Christianity today. His elucidation of prayer
and revival models provides theological and practical frameworks for sustaining spiritual
momentum in challenging contexts, fostering both local empowerment and broader
regional cooperation reflective of biblical mandates for unity and spiritual warfare.

Mount Nebo

Sermon Reference
Mount Nebo is mentioned as the place where Moses was instructed by God to ascend
and view the Promised Land before dying and being buried by God in Moab. The sermon
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uses this event symbolically to convey the concept of 'burying the past' before entering a
new spiritual dimension.
Background Context

Mount Nebo is a historic and biblically significant mountain located in the land of Moab,
east of the Jordan River and near the northern shore of the Dead Sea. It holds a prominent
place in Israel’s narrative as the vantage point from which Moses gazed upon the
Promised Land that he led God's people toward but was forbidden to enter. This event,
recorded in Deuteronomy 34, marks the culmination of Moses’s earthly journey and a
theological transition for the Israelites.

The mountain symbolizes divine revelation, hope, and unfulfilled longing. Moses’ ascent
to Mount Nebo is not merely physical but deeply spiritual—a moment of reverent
transition acknowledging God’s faithfulness to promise even as the current generation’s
leader passes away. The view from this peak gives Moses a glimpse of the conquest and
inheritance that lay just beyond the horizon. In the biblical and historical context, this
symbolizes God’s faithfulness to His promises and the need for new leadership and
obedience to enter the future.

Mount Nebo has been identified and celebrated throughout Jewish, Christian, and Islamic
traditions as a sacred site. Archaeological and religious pilgrims have recognized its
significance, and it continues to be a place of reflection on divine providence, leadership
succession, and faith. The motif of seeing the promise without entering it oneself,
embodied in Moses’ experience here, has echoed through theological discussions about
legacy, faith, and the nature of God’s plans for His people.

In the broader biblical context, Mount Nebo represents the spiritual transition from one
era to another—a fitting metaphor utilized in the sermon to encourage believers to leave
the past behind and embrace the new spiritual dimensions God offers. It serves as a
spiritual landmark reminding believers that while we may not always enter every
promised blessing, God’s faithfulness ensured the fulfillment of His covenant to the next
generation.
Importance in the Bible

Mount Nebo is critical as the site symbolizing the transition from old to new, embodying
themes of divine faithfulness, leadership transition, and the call to move forward into
God’s promise. Its biblical significance enhances the sermon’s message of burying the past
and stepping into new spiritual dimensions. It stands as a theological landmark reminding
believers of the necessity of leaving behind old seasons to fully embrace God’s unfolding
purposes.

This content available for use under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial license.

Oral Roberts University Presents: World Impact with Dr. Billy Wilson



