
 

Vision to Change the World 
Bible Glossary: People & Places 
Apostle Paul 
Sermon Reference 

The sermon discusses Apostle Paul's vision to bring the gospel to Europe, focusing on his journey 
to the ancient port city of Neapolis, and the subsequent spread of ChrisBanity through his 
missionary work. 

Background Context 

Paul, originally known as Saul of Tarsus, was a Pharisee and a tent-maker by trade. He was a 
zealous persecutor of ChrisBans unBl his conversion experience on the road to Damascus, where 
Jesus Christ appeared to him. This transformaBve event led Paul to become one of ChrisBanity's 
most influenBal apostles. His missionary journeys, outlined in the Book of Acts and his epistles in 
the New Testament, demonstrate his unwavering commitment to spreading the gospel. 

Paul's missionary ventures took him across the Roman Empire, from Asia Minor to Greece and 
eventually to Rome. His lePers to the churches he founded or interacted with form a significant 
porBon of the New Testament. These lePers address theological issues, moral conduct, and the 
organizaBon of the early church, serving as doctrinal foundaBons for ChrisBanity. He was also 
known for his intellectual rigor and his ability to engage with the philosophical and religious 
thinkers of his Bme. 

The apostle's work significantly impacted the spread of ChrisBanity beyond its Jewish roots. He 
was a pioneer in taking the gospel to the GenBles, emphasizing that salvaBon through Jesus Christ 
is available to all. Moreover, Paul's model of church leadership and community living provided a 
template for ChrisBan congregaBons for centuries to follow. Throughout his life, Paul faced 
immense persecuBon, including imprisonment, beaBngs, and eventual martyrdom in Rome. His 
epistles oRen reflect the trials he experienced for the sake of the gospel. Despite these hardships, 
Paul's influence on ChrisBan theology, pracBce, and spreading the faith throughout the Roman 
Empire cannot be overstated. His life is a testament to transformaBve power through faith in Jesus 
Christ, and his wriBngs conBnue to inspire and instruct believers worldwide. 

Importance in the Bible 

Apostle Paul authored 13 epistles that form a crucial part of the New Testament, providing a 
theological framework for ChrisBans and addressing pracBcal aspects of church life. His conversion 
and subsequent missionary work represent a significant expansion of the early church, especially 
among GenBles. His teachings on grace, faith, and ChrisBan living conBnue to play a central role 
in ChrisBan thought and pracBce. 
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Macedonia 
Sermon Reference 

The sermon highlights the importance of Macedonia as the place where Apostle Paul received his 
vision, commonly known as the 'Macedonian Call,' to bring the gospel to the European conBnent, 
parBcularly through the city of Philippi. 

Background Context 

Macedonia, an ancient kingdom located in the northern part of Greece and the Balkan Peninsula, 
was a significant region during the HellenisBc period. It was the seat of power for Alexander the 
Great, who created one of the largest empires of the ancient world. ARer his death, the region 
saw various power struggles but remained an influenBal cultural and military center. During the 
Roman era, Macedonia became a significant province, serving as a crossroads between the East 
and the West of the Empire. In the biblical context, Macedonia is most notable for its menBon in 
the Book of Acts, where the Holy Spirit redirects Paul to bring the gospel to this region. Paul's visit 
to Philippi, an important city in Macedonia, is detailed in Acts 16. His ministry there was marked 
by the conversion of Lydia, a prominent businesswoman, and the bapBsm of a jailer and his family. 
This event established the first ChrisBan church on European soil, making it a landmark moment 
in the spread of ChrisBanity.  

Macedonia's biblical history conBnued with the establishment of other churches in the area, 
including those in Thessalonica and Berea. Paul's lePers to the Thessalonians, found in the New 
Testament, were wriPen to the early ChrisBan community in this Macedonian city. These lePers 
provide insight into the development of early ChrisBan theology and pracBce, dealing with issues 
such as eschatology, holy living, and church conduct.Macedonia's contribuBon to ChrisBan history 
stems not only from its biblical significance but also from the zeal of its early ChrisBan 
communiBes. These communiBes grappled with pagan culture and persecuBon while establishing 
a foothold for ChrisBanity in Europe. The churches that Paul founded became centers of 
evangelism and theological discourse, seYng precedents for future ChrisBan work in other parts 
of the conBnent. 

Importance in the Bible 

Macedonia holds a special place in ChrisBan history as the region that responded to the 
'Macedonian Call,' which led to the establishment of ChrisBanity in Europe. The missionary efforts, 
the founding of the church at Philippi, and the lePers to the Thessalonians are testament to the 
criBcal role Macedonia played in the spread of the gospel and shaping the early church's idenBty 
and growth. 
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City of Neapolis (modern-day Kavala) 
Sermon Reference 

The sermon places significant emphasis on the city of Neapolis (modern-day Kavala, Greece) as 
the entry point of Apostle Paul into Europe, marking the beginning of his ministry on the conBnent. 

Background Context 

Neapolis, now known as Kavala, is an ancient city and seaport located in the region of Macedonia 
in Greece. In classical anBquity, Neapolis served as an important port city, facilitaBng trade and 
communicaBon between Asia Minor and Europe. Its strategic locaBon made it a hub for the 
exchange of goods, ideas, and cultural pracBces. During the Roman era, it was part of the Via 
EgnaBa, a major Roman road that connected the AdriaBc Sea to ByzanBum (present-day Istanbul), 
further cemenBng its role as a gateway between conBnents. The city's biblical significance 
emerges in Acts 16:11, where it is menBoned as the place where Apostle Paul, Silas, Timothy, and 
Luke first arrived in Europe during their second missionary journey. Their landing at Neapolis was 
the result of Paul's vision of a Macedonian man pleading for help, which the sermon alludes to as 
the divine 'Macedonian Call.'  

Neapolis served as the gateway for them to reach Philippi, where they successfully established the 
first church in Europe.The decision to come to Neapolis was a turning point in ChrisBan history, as 
it symbolized the spread of the gospel beyond the confines of the Middle East and Asia Minor into 
Europe, where ChrisBanity would eventually take root and flourish. While the Bible does not 
provide a detailed account of Paul's acBviBes in Neapolis itself, the city's menBon signifies the 
beginning of a new chapter in the missionary work of the early church leaders. Today, modern-day 
Kavala honors its rich history by preserving remnants of its ancient past. As the sermon takes place 
in Kavala, the site of ancient Neapolis, it reminds the audience of the city's enduring legacy in 
ChrisBan history. Neapolis, as the landing site of Paul, serves as a testament to the fulfillment of 
the apostolic mission and the far-reaching impact of spreading the gospel across diverse cultures 
and conBnents. 

Importance in the Bible 

Neapolis signifies the opening of Europe to the ChrisBan message, marking it as a pivotal locaBon 
in the spread of the gospel through Apostle Paul's missionary journeys. It is the bridge between 
the gospel's roots in Asia Minor and its expansive growth across the European conBnent, 
influencing the shaping of Western civilizaBon through ChrisBan principles. 
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