
 

Change Agents in the World 
Bible Glossary: People & Places 
Apostle Paul 
Sermon Reference 

Paul's ministry in Ephesus, his experience with the sons of Sceva, and his teachings to the Ephesian 
church are highlighted. 

Background Context 

Apostle Paul, originally known as Saul of Tarsus, was a rigorous Pharisee who fiercely persecuted 
early ChrisDans. However, a dramaDc encounter with the risen Christ on the road to Damascus 
transformed him into one of the most influenDal apostles of ChrisDanity. In Acts 9, his conversion 
is chronicled, and subsequent chapters detail his extensive missionary journeys, which were 
pivotal in spreading the gospel to the GenDle world. Paul was both a tentmaker and a scholar, 
knowledgeable in Jewish law and well-versed in HellenisDc philosophy, enabling him to effecDvely 
bridge cultural divides and arDculate the ChrisDan faith to diverse audiences. 

Paul’s ministry in Ephesus, described in Acts 19, was marked by significant spiritual victories and 
challenges. He engaged in public discourse and personal evangelism, impacDng the socio-religious 
climate of the city by converDng many to ChrisDanity. Paul's doctrinal contribuDons, found in the 
epistles he penned to various churches, form a substanDal part of the New Testament. His leTers 
include deep theological exposiDons, pracDcal ChrisDan living advice, and pastoral guidance, 
reflecDng his heart for nurturing and strengthening fledgling ChrisDan communiDes across the 
Roman Empire. 

His Dme in Ephesus was especially noteworthy because of the intense spiritual and cultural 
opposiDon he faced. The city was a center for the worship of Artemis, and Paul’s effecDve ministry 
significantly disrupted the local economy, predicated on the sale of idols and the pracDce of magic. 
This led to the riot in the theater of Ephesus, where local silversmiths led a protest against him, 
fearing the loss of their livelihood. 

AUer his departure from Ephesus, Paul conDnued his missionary work, ulDmately being 
imprisoned for his faith. Despite his confinement, he conDnued to disciple ChrisDans through his 
leTers and, according to tradiDon, was martyred in Rome under the reign of Nero. His life’s work 
was foundaDonal in the spread of ChrisDanity, and his teachings conDnue to shape ChrisDan 
thought and pracDce today. 

Importance in the Bible 

Paul's importance in the Bible extends beyond his role in the early church's expansion; he is a 
primary theological voice in the New Testament. His epistles address doctrinal controversies, 
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ethical living, and the role of Christ in salvaDon. His influence shapes ChrisDan theology, 
parDcularly regarding concepts such as grace, redempDon, and ChrisDan liberty. His teachings on 
the church as the Body of Christ emphasize unity and diversity of giUs within the ChrisDan 
community. 

Ephesus 
Sermon Reference 

Paul's ministry in Ephesus; the city's response to his teaching, leading to a riot; the pracDce of 
burning occult texts by new believers. 

Background Context 

Ephesus, an ancient Greek city on the coast of Ionia, was one of the most significant urban centers 
in the Mediterranean world, parDcularly during the Roman period. Strategically located by the 
Aegean Sea, it thrived as a major trade and cultural hub and was renowned for the Temple of 
Artemis—one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. Ephesus was both poliDcally and 
economically influenDal, serving as a key Roman province and a center for early ChrisDanity. 

By the Dme Paul arrived in Ephesus around 55 AD, the city was imbued with a rich spiritual and 
cultural tapestry. The prevalence of Artemis worship is pivotal in understanding the opposiDon 
Paul faced while ministering there. The temple not only served as a religious center but also as a 
significant source of income for craUsmen and merchants who created and sold idols and relics 
associated with the goddess. The city's wealth was also bound to its posiDon as a haven for magical 
arts and various religious pracDces, which met a stern challenge with the spread of the ChrisDan 
gospel. 

Paul's ministry in Ephesus, as recorded in Acts 19, iniDated a spiritual upheaval. His proclamaDon 
of the gospel led many Ephesians to turn from their idol worship and occult pracDces, culminaDng 
in a public demonstraDon where magical scrolls were burned. This act symbolized the renunciaDon 
of former lives and the power of the ChrisDan message over prevailing spiritual darkness. The 
economic impact of the gospel was felt when the silversmiths incited a riot, fearful of their trade's 
demise due to the diminishing demand for Artemis statues. 

Ephesus conDnued to play a central role in early ChrisDan history beyond Paul's tenure. It is the 
tradiDonal locaDon of the apostle John's later ministry and the site to which he brought Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, according to church tradiDon. Furthermore, the city is the addressee of one of 
the seven leTers in RevelaDon, indicaDng its ongoing significance for early ChrisDanity. The 
archaeological remains of Ephesus offer a tangible connecDon to the early church's social and 
spiritual context, providing insight into the environment in which early ChrisDan doctrine and 
pracDce were formed and propagated. 

Importance in the Bible 

Ephesus is where Paul spent several years of his ministry and composed several of his epistles, 
addressing key theological themes and offering guidance to the young church. The city symbolizes 
the transformaDve power of ChrisDanity over tradiDonal beliefs and the socio-economic impact of 
religious change. 
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Temple of Artemis 
Sermon Reference 

The Temple of Artemis in Ephesus was a significant source of economic acDvity and opposiDon to 
Paul's ministry. 

Background Context 

The Temple of Artemis, called Artemision in Greek and Artemisium in LaDn, was a grand temple 
located in Ephesus that was dedicated to the goddess Artemis, the deity of the hunt, wilderness, 
and childbirth, among other things. The temple, considered one of the Seven Wonders of the 
Ancient World, was a religious sanctuary and a symbol of the city's wealth and reverence for the 
goddess. Its influence extended beyond Ephesus, drawing pilgrims from around the 
Mediterranean who came to worship and celebrate annual fesDvals there. Constructed in the 6th 
century BCE, the Temple of Artemis was an architectural marvel of its Dme. It was adorned with 
magnificent art and sculptures and was surrounded by a precinct filled with altars and shrines.  

The temple underwent several reconstrucDons due to destrucDon over the centuries, including 
one aUer the infamous act of arson by Herostratus and another aUer being razed by the Goths 
during their raid in 262 CE. Despite these setbacks, the temple remained a center of religious 
acDvity. 

The presence of the temple impacted the local economy significantly. Merchants, silversmiths, 
and craUsmen thrived by creaDng and selling statueTes and other arDfacts associated with 
Artemis. The temple also funcDoned as a financial insDtuDon, serving as a bank where merchants, 
kings, and even ciDes made deposits for safekeeping. The economic interdependence between 
the city's marketplace and the temple was strong; any threat to the worship of Artemis was 
perceived as a threat to prosperity and social order. Within the biblical narraDve, the Temple of 
Artemis sets the context for the clash between polytheisDc worship and the monotheisDc 
proclamaDon of the gospel by Paul and his companions. In Acts 19, the silversmith Demetrius 
incited a riot, arguing that Paul's ministry was not only defaming the goddess but also threatening 
their economic livelihood. The temple's religious and economic significance made it a formidable 
barrier to the acceptance of the ChrisDan faith in Ephesus, providing a backdrop for the conflict 
between tradiDonal pagan pracDces and the emerging ChrisDan community. 

Importance in the Bible 

The Temple of Artemis represents the entrenched polytheisDc culture that early ChrisDanity 
confronted. Its economic and cultural importance underscored the radical nature of the ChrisDan 
message and the profound societal shiUs that followed its acceptance. The temple's decline 
parallels the decline of paganism in the face of the growing ChrisDan faith, underscoring the 
transformaDve impact of the gospel on both religious pracDces and socio-economic structures. 
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Sons of Sceva 
Sermon Reference 

The sons of Sceva's encounter with a demonic spirit and their defeat highlight the necessity of 
true spiritual authority. 

Background Context 

The sons of Sceva, referenced in Acts 19:13-16, were iDnerant Jewish exorcists who witnessed the 
powerful miracles performed by the Apostle Paul in Ephesus. Sceva, idenDfied as a Jewish high 
priest, had seven sons who aTempted to invoke the name of Jesus to drive out evil spirits, much 
like Paul. This event underscores the common pracDce of exorcism within certain Jewish circles at 
the Dme, where exorcists would use various names believed to have spiritual power to combat 
demonic forces. 

The sons of Sceva sought to capitalize on what they perceived as a formula for exorcism, seeing 
Paul's success in invoking Jesus' name. They aTempted to replicate Paul's exorcisms, not out of 
genuine faith but as a technique for their trade. However, their lack of a personal relaDonship with 
Jesus, along with the absence of true spiritual authority, resulted in a disastrous encounter 
wherein the possessed man overpowered them, leaving them wounded and humiliated. 

This event funcDoned as a cauDonary tale to the Ephesians and underscores the New Testament 
theme of authenDc spiritual power versus counterfeit pracDces. The sons of Sceva's failure 
illustrates the danger of underesDmaDng the spiritual realm and of aTempDng to manipulate 
spiritual power for personal gain without an abiding connecDon to Christ. Moreover, their defeat 
served as a stark contrast to the true authority and legiDmacy of Paul's ministry, which was rooted 
in his deep relaDonship with Jesus. The aUermath of the failed exorcism incited fear and respect 
for the name of Jesus, leading many Ephesian converts to fully reject their previous occult 
pracDces by publicly burning books of magic. This act signified a deep commitment to Christ and 
a renunciaDon of their former ways. The encounter revealed the supremacy of Christ's authority 
over any other name or power and deepened the ChrisDan witness in Ephesus. 

Importance in the Bible 

The narraDve of the sons of Sceva powerfully demonstrates the discernment between true and 
false spiritual authority. Their story serves as a testament to the exclusive power in the name of 
Jesus for those who believe and are in a covenant relaDonship with Him. This account reinforces 
the biblical principle that spiritual authority is not a technique to be appropriated but a reality 
rooted in a genuine relaDonship with Christ, given for the advancement of God's Kingdom and not 
for personal ambiDon. 
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